
  

The 
Joyful 
News First Grace  

United Church of Christ 
350 S. Portage Path Akron, Ohio  44320 

Phone: 330.762.8469     FAX 330.762.5839 
www.firstgraceucc.org 

  at First Grace... 

September 2010 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Akron Marathon  

Saturday, Sept. 25 

 

See page 9 to find out how you can 
support the Food Ministries of  First 

Grace in partnership with The Akron 

Marathon and Runners Feeding Others. 

 
There will be many opportunities to 
volunteer over the weekend.  
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Pastor³s Page 

   Reverend Robert J Dreese 

rjdreese@aol.com 

 

I guess Iõve lived long enough to experience just about everything.   Who 
would have guessed that a radio and television babbler would be 
òteachingó theology?  But there he was on Saturday and Sunday, Glenn 
Beck, explaining to anyone who would listen, what òLiberation  
Theologyó is all about.  He said that it was flawed from the beginning 
and because the pope and Rome have condemned it, it must be wrong.  
Oh yeah, and then he threw a little òJeremiah Wrightó into the mix to 
prove his point. 

 

I guess all of  us lowly preachers who have spent our careers in the 
trenches have been doing it all wrong.  According to Beck we should only 
be concerned with the salvation of  the individual.  There it is, plain and 
simple, personal salvation is all that is necessary.  The notion that Jesus 
had a view for the salvation of  not just individuals but for the entire 
community is considered nonsense. Beckõs view is that once all of us 
òindividualsó have our relationship set right with God then, by natural 
progression, we will be able to get back to the principles of  the founding 
fathersé..you know, the ones who didnõt let women vote and allowed for 
the òownershipó of slaves to do the hard labor on their friendsõ mega 
farms. 
 

I donõt know whether to hang my head in shame, turn in my resignation, 
or spend more time focusing on ME and MY SALVATION. 

 

As I said on Sunday, August 29th, itõs tough being a progressive church.  
Mind you, we put ourselves out there in front, trying to show the true 
meaning of Godõs realm here on earth ñ the realm that Jesus announced 
as having arrived in him and his ministry and moving into the future.   
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ð Staff ð 

   Bob Dreese  Pastor               rjdreese@aol.com 

   Patricia Collins  Administrator           firstgraceucc@ameritech.net 

   Christine Wylie  Advocate for Children & Family Ministries        chrissywylie@ameritech.net 

   Lisa Slater  Advocate for Volunteers & Comm Ed.              lisafijalkowski@ameritech.net 

   Linda McCoy  Bookkeeper            lindalmccoy@ameritech.net 

   J.T. Buck  Arts Director                       jtbuck@hotmail.com 

   Molly Sullivan  Director of Child Care Center               1stgracechildcare@ameritech.net 

   Mark Smith  Maintenance Supervisor                  marksmithFGUCC@yahoo.com 

   Lloyd Strickland Advocate for Food Ministries                   lloydstrickland@ameritech.net  

   Jim Williamson  Custodian    

There are those who would build a wall around us trying to hem us in 
ñ trying to isolate us from all the saved individuals who are focused on 
taking care of  themselves. 

 

First Grace is a progressive church.  In many ways we would fit the 
church that Beck would criticize.   

 

But the truth of  the matter is that ultimately the one who judges us is 
not Glenn Beck or any other charlatan who babbles for a couple of  
hours every day.  We are accountable to God for  being stewards of  our 
time and talents and gifts, both as individuals and as a community of  
faith, for the sake of  proclaiming and demonstrating the love of  God 
found in Jesus Christ. 

 

Itõs time for Glenn Beck to get out of the pulpit.   

 

Peace, 

Dreese 

Church Office is open: 
 

Monday through Thursday from 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 

We are closed on Fridays and Saturdays 

 

Our Office Assistant, Jewell, is in the office on Fridays from 2-5pm 
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Director of Americorp Volunteers  

Wellness 360 Americorp Program 

Lisa Slater   

lisafijalkowski@ameritech.net   

 

 

 

 

 
Our AmeriCorps teamõs first month is underway.  As part of 

their orientation, the AmeriCorps members were asked to 

define ôServiceõ.   

 

What does ôServiceõ mean to you?   

 

Is it making a donation of money?  Giving a helping hand to 

a neighbor in need?  Removing litter from your street?   

Participating in Runners Feeding Others or Komen Race for 

the Cure?  Serving a meal on Saturday afternoon at First 

Grace or some other kitchen?  Is the simple act of doing 

what you know is right?  

 

If you have the chance to meet our AmeriCorps members,  

remember that they are devoting a year of their lives to  

service.  I hope that they will inspire you to serve.       

 

 
                                         Lisa 
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Christian Education  

Chrissy Wylie, Advocate for Children³s Ministries   

chrissywylie@ameritech.net   

Sunday, September 19  
Letõs talk about our Summer and find out how the 

new school year is going! And, of course, weõll have 

fun as we talk about our new Sunday School year!  

Chris
sy 
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The Market Path 

  
833 W. Market St.,  

Highland Square 

Akron, Ohio  44303 

330-258-9003 

Jenni Browning  

Dae Evans 

Management Team   

Ahhhhh, what a summer ï thank you for supporting fair trade as part of the goodness being 
done with those needing help.  
 
Minga Imports brought the fair trade products of Ecuador to our store in August, which in-
cluded so many products of the Tagua nut including many beautiful bracelets and rings, but 
most interesting are the animal carvings. Minga also provides us with woven acrylic 
scarves, bags, and backpacks ï the fabrics are beautiful and especially appreciated by 
those with allergies to wool and alpaca. Stop in to see the dolls and huge crayons for  
children. 
 
In addition to Weaver Industries pottery, we will be offering more art made by folks at the 
Summit County Developmental Disabilities center including drawings reproduced into 
poster-sized prints. Their advisory board will hold their monthly meeting in the store. 
 
Marenda Designs is made up of two Akron women who are helping women and children in 
Togo by raising funds for micro-loans and scholarships. They make fabulous jewelry from 
Togo sea glass and other recycled materials, and donate a portion of their sales to an  
Educational Fund for Togoôs new female entrepreneurs. Their jewelry is stellar! 
 
The Artful Cricket, Nikki, our henna tattoo artist, will continue to be in the store from 5:45-
7:00 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month. Try a temporary tattoo, as this is a great 
way to decorate your body with beautiful artwork ï and it is just $3 per design. 
 
Needing to connect or find your rhythm? Well, that is the purpose of community drum  
circles, and we will host them on September 11 and 18 from 1-3:00, and September 27 
from 4-6:00. Bring a drum or borrow one of ours. Rebekah Benner will lead the drum  
circles. These events are definitely kid friendly ï so donôt miss this enjoyable event of 
peace and harmony. No experience necessary!  
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STORE HOURS: 
 
 Monday -Thursday 11 -7 pm 
 Friday & Saturday 11 -8 pm 
 Sunday 1 -5 pm 
 
Visit our website:         
   www.themarketpath.com  

The Market Path will be at the UCC Fall Lantern Women's Retreat on September 17-19. 
More info. At http://www.ocucc.org/Conference%20Ministries/Lantern/Lantern.htm. 
Donôt miss the Akron Health & Fitness Expo at the John S. Knight Center on Friday,  
September 24, 11:00am to 9:00pm. Weôll be there with Runners Feeding Others! itôs free 
and open to the public with over 80 vendors. 
 
Weôll be part of the Traffic Jam eventéso head on over to Akronôs downtown METRO  
Transit Center at 631 S. Broadway Ave. on Sunday, Sept. 26 from 12-4 p.m. and listen to 
live music, check out local vendors (including The Market Path), get a chance to win cool 
items and enjoy free activities and giveaways!  
 
Weôre on The Akron Marathon route ï you can watch from our sidewalk and stop in the 
store to cool off with free lemonade or water and browse beautiful handmade fair trade 
items. The marathon is on Saturday, September 25. 
 
The International Peace Museum, a travelling ñPeace Mobileò exhibit from Dayton is free 
and open to the public in front of our store on September 27, from 11-5:00, as part of  
Akronôs Peace Week. Weôll host a Drumming for Peace drum circle with Rebekah Benner 
leading from 4-6:00 ï donôt miss it!! Check out our website for the entire week of events. 

 
Weôll be closed on September 5 & 6 ï take some time to enjoy being with your loved ones 
or in the beauty of nature. 

http://www.ocucc.org/Conference%20Ministries/Lantern/FallLantern.htm
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Mission Team 

     

Linda Dreese, chair 

LCDreese@aol.com 

FOOD PANTRY 

The Food Pantry continues to serve 

people in need. The Mission Team 

opens the food pantry on Monday 

nights from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. It is also 

be open on Tuesdays, from 11:30 to 

1:00 p.m. Volunteers are welcome to 

help. If you are interested, please let 

Linda Dreese know.  

 

Volunteers are also needed for daytime 

hours of the pantry. Can you volunteer 

one Tuesday each month? Call the 

church office at 330-762-8469 if you 

would like to volunteer.         

 

 

Monday Evenings  
 6:30 -7:30 pm  
 
Tuesday Mornings  
 11:30 -1:00 pm  

We are in need of boxes 
of 

�N�L�G�·�V���F�H�U�H�D�O�V���� 
All sizes & all flavors. 
Pop Tarts appreciated 

too!   

We are also  
always in need 

of plastic  
grocery bags.  


