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Things to do in February!

Join the Community Outreach Tes
Join the Garden Planning Commitjee
Recommend AMOS Childcare

programs to your friends
G’Od Volunteer for our Clothing Pantry
- . Save your Acme recqipisl Feb. 11)
IS Stlll Bring paper to recycling bins
speaking,

Attend a class at The Market Path
Read the Lectionary before WorsH|p
Attend the Planning Team Mtg, =i. 1
Join Beatroot on Monday evening$
Attend AVicar o

Worship with us on Sunday!

February 2012



$ ' Pastord®s Pag

~ First Grace Reverend Robert J Dreege
then Faith and Works .

o S Lo aadbiad -~ rjdreese@aol.com

AnWe ourselves felel
a drop in the ocean. But the ocean woul
because of that |mi

-- Mother Tergsa

Bob and Linda Dreese are enjoying a little vacation.
We wish them safe travels, rest and renewal.




) Youth Ministries

fil;S?thf;Cf Chris Dreese
then Faith an OTKS b
Dreese.chris@yahoo.¢om

Our youth group continues to meet Monday through
Friday each week.

The two projects we are working on at the moment
are moving our youth room to a new space. This
project really depends on the weather since we are
relocating some things to the garage. The other
project is constructing our own homemade
ping-pong table.

oulh

Monday: 4:30 to 8:00 pm
Tuesday: 4:30 to 8:00 pm
Wednesday: 4:30 to 6:00 pm
Thursday: 4:30 to 6:00 pm
Friday: 4:30 to 6:00 pm

Chris




& Community Outreach

First Grace  Steve Arrington, Advocate for Community Outreach
theh Faith and Works ' stevearrington@ameritech.net

Christian Outreach Then and Now
Most of the heroes of the New Testament church were evangelists. The personal
sus in saving the lost (the woman at the well, Zacchaeus, etc.) continues to be the
model; but Peter, Paul, Barnabas, Philip, Steven, Timothy, and John Mark all figur
in early church history because they worked tirelessly and effectively doing outrea
converts to Jesus Christ and to make the first century church grow. That pattern h
through the centuries to our day.

Today we take outreach to the street, promoting all the great services here at First
Church of Christ (The Church for All People). Developing partnerships with other

More than ever people are in need of the basic comforts of everyday life. FGUCC i
tered church and as Jesusd disciples

plan and this life we have been given is truly a gift.
Look for upcoming plans from me and join me infthis
new year.

Letds build the Firfs
Christ Community Outreach Team.
Call me at 330628469 ext. 3 or email me gt
stevearrington@ameritech.net.




S Director of AmeriCorps Volunteers

First Grace ~ \Wellness 360 AmeriCorps Program

then Faith and Works .
Lisa Slater
lisafijalkowski@ameritech.net

WELLNESS360°

The Wellness 360 team is already thinking about Spring!

|l td6s hel pful on cold dreary days to s
fresh tomatoes, peppers and beautiful flowers is helping keep away those winter
time blues.

Would you be interested in joining the discussion?

The First Grace Wellness 360 team is inviting anyone interested to join our
garden planning committee . We will meet twice a month starting in
February. The Wellness 360 AmeriCorps members and volunteers who join our
committee will discuss the following: Construction and installation of garden
areas near the church and at community sites, development of lesson plans for
basic garden education program for children and adults, crop selection, healthy
eating incorporating garden produce, upkeep and maintenance of garden

areas and much more.

If you are interested in learning more please contact the
AmeriCorps team at 330-762-8469 or email Lisa Slater
at LisaFijalkowski@ameritech.net

We have not yet set dates for these meetings as we will attempt
to accommodate the schedules of those interested.

- Lisa




A.M.O.S. After School

Jennifer Browning, AMOS After School Directc]I
t

AMOSafterschool@ameritech.n

The New Year has arrived and with it came many blessings. We
derful increase in our enrollment bringing in 6 new students with
the way. This really is a blessing because we have not had mang
advertise since the beginning of the school year. Many of our n
enrolled after hearing wonderful reviews and getting references f
rent families.

If you are reading this, chances are that you will think highly of Ol—w é

program simply because it is part of the First Grace Ministries.
IS much more to it than just that!!

1. We like children!! The staff and myself genuinely enjoy being
ing with children.

2. Homework is key! We take homework very seriously at AMOS
major key to the academic success of our students. We check bqg
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offer help with it and then we check it to ensure that the child under:

content and will receive full points for their work.
3. We are now offering a full hot meal every day.

4. We have a gymnasium! Many after school programs operate
We are fortunate to have the gymnasium for our students. They
every day that they are with us. This keeps them active during th
runs their energy down before going home.
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5. Mr. Jaison from AmeriCorps is doing wellness activities with tfe <
most days of the week. These consist of music, art, drama, dange,
fitness!

6. We work on personal, social and emotional education/guidange v
every day in areas like conflict resolution, unconditional positive reg
agement and the importance of community!

7. We give the children time to be children. There are lots of crgati
free times for the kids to just be kids in a healthy, positive and safe
ment.

8. Best of all, we let every student know that they matter.

This list could be much longer but this is a good start! Keep all gf thi
as you are considering after school care for your little ones. Plegse
referring us as hear about the needs of others in your life and wg wi
tinue to learn and grow with this program to make it the best it cgn k
First Grace and our families!!

SERVI NG: Portage Pat h, Crous ¢,
and Imagine Schools.

nfants
To
Grade 5

Figst GRACE A.M.0.5. CHILDCARE CENTER
Anothe@- Means OF€ Success

Whege Children Leagn, Laugh and Grow!
5%0-55\-5291




First Grace works very hard to t
When you are coming to the church, please bring along items for
recycling. Apaper recycling bin is in the parking lo&long with a
cardboard recycling bin! These bins will receive, newspapers, malil,
Recyc'e phonebooks, office and school paper, magazines, catalogs, brown
GO GREEN paper bags, hard & soft bound books.

Printer cartridge/cell phone bins are placed around the building so you
may conveniently recycle those items, as well.

The Clothing Pantry will continue to need and receive plastic shopping/grocery bags.

And remember to place your bulletin in the recycling box in the Narthex as you leav
on SundaysDid you know that plastic grocery bags take between 500 and 1000
years to decomposeBring yours to us!

First Grace Recycling for the Month Of Deceinlée DO Make a Difference!
We recycled ONE TON OF PAPER. This recycling has saved:
20.49 Trees
3.62 Cubic Yards of Landfill [ 4 J

8,435 Gallons of Water
4,940 Kilowatts of Electricity, enough to heat 1 home for 6 m

\174

Church Office is open:

Tuesday through Thursday from 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
We are closed on Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays

0 Staff o

Bob Dreese Pastor ridreese@aol.com
Patricia Collins Administrator firstgraceucc@ameritech.net
Jennifer Browning Director A.M.O.S. Afterschool AMOSafterschool@meritech.net
Lisa Slater Dir.AmeriCorpsWellness360 lisafijalkowski@ameritech.net
Steve Arrington Director of Community Outreach stevearrington@ameritech.net
Linda McCoy Bookkeeper lindalmccoy@ameritech.net
Pat Bell Volunteer Coordinator patbell@ameritech.net
J.T. Buck Sunday Music Coordinator buckjam@gmail.com
Chris Dreese Advocate for Youth Ministry Dreese.chris@yahoo.com
Molly Sullivan Director of Child Care Center 1stgracechildcare@ameritech.net
Lloyd Strickland Advocate for Food Ministries lloydstrickland@ameritech.net
DeJuan Adams Custodian 1stgracecustodian@ameritech.net

Jim Williamson Custodian




> Volunteer Opportunities

First Grace Pat Bell, Volunteer Coordinator
then Faith and Works ;
patbell@ameritech.ne

Congratulations Volunteers!!
We have had a great number of volunteer hours recorded in 2011.
Keep up the good work. Below is listed the number of hours logged for each
activity that we track.

Saturday Meals 2,378 hours
Sunday Breakfast 329 hours
Food and Clothing Pantry 650 hours
Total 3,357 hours

Remember we can use volunteers for all these activities ,
even one hour will help!

On another positive note, we have a very successful clothing pantry.
Dennis Ingram has recorded the numbers below and it is amazing.
Thanks to all who have donated and/or volunteered.

Families served 613
Adult clothing distributed 2,545
Childrenbds clothiligp di stri buted
Household items distributed 357
Total items 4,285

Remember donations and volunteers are still needed!

Any questions or to sign up for a volunteer opportunity, contact,
Pat Bell at 330-762-8469 or patbell@ameritech.net

Pat Bel




¢ Mission Team
First Grace

then Faith and Works Linda Dreese, chair

LCDreese@aol.con

.
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Clothing Pantry
Our Clothing Pantry is open on Tuesdays. As you transi
into your Fall and Winter clothing, please consider done
a few items to our clothing pantry. We especially need i
mends sizes. You can drop your
on Sundays or any weekday during regular hours.
Free Lunch Every Saturday
Lunch is served from Noon to 1:.00 pm every Saturday
Free Breakfast Every Sunday FREE
Breakfast is served from 10 to 10:30 am eveBRELKFAST
Sunday.

Save Your ACME Receipts
Please save your ACME shopping receipts for the First Grace Mg
Programs. ACME will donate 5% of the total of all purchases of
Acme store brands back to our meal programs in cash. This cash
be used to purchase items to continue this ministry. A box will be
available in the Narthex for you to deposit your receipts. This collg
tion will run until February 11, 2012. Please note, the program ha
changed. This program now gives cashback on Acme store brands ONLY. Howe|
the cashback has increased from 1% to 5%. So, now would be a great times to tf
following brands: Acme Fresh Market, Academix, Domestix, Electrix, Food
Club, Full Circle, Paws, TopCare, ValuTime, and World ClassicsHang on to
this list, save yourself a few dollars

Pantry

FOOd'C/lil\) o) == and help feed others at the same
M — d - time! Thank
VALU TIME_> you. ﬁm'% 5%
— P IR s
B A, (A5 Store

SMET.  ENEeRIY. Brands
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A.M.O.S

(Another Means of Success)

AFTERCHOOL
PROGRAM

kindergarten through Grgde

Enrolling Ngw,

Tell Your Friends!!

. State Licensed Childcare Subsidy, Title 20
. School Age Program:
Before & After School Caresfor k
. Open all year and School Break
Nutritious Aft&chool Sn
. Homework Help %55/ &
. Title 20 eligible week )

We provide transportation from the following schools:
Portage Path, king, @r

CalB30-351-5297
AMOSafterschool@ameritech.net




The Market Path

Q 833 W. Market St., Dae Evans
. Highland Square Manager]
First Grace Akron, Ohio 44303
then Faith and WO’TkS 330‘258’9003

Val enti neds Dshareyouwss bgadivingithe béstockioeolate that fairly
supports the cocoa producérs hat 6 s Di vinel! You can (be
vine Chocolates because not only do the Kuapa Kokoo farmers in Ghana receivg a
fair trade price for their cocoa beans, they also own 45% of the company, and thEre-
fore have a direct influence over how the company is run and share in the profitg
from the chocolate. It truly is the finest tasting chocolate made by the best kind qf
fair trade organization.

At the Market Path, we support and sell only fair trade certified chocolates from IDi-
vine, insuring there is no child labor, no workers are exploited, and that workers farn
a fair wage. Divine Chocolate does not use genetically modified ingredients or pglm
oil in their chocolate$ did you know that Kraft, Mars, and Hershey do! A recent
report released b@lobal ExchangeGreen America, the International Labor Rights

P

Forum, and Oasis USA about Hershey 1|eve:

share in the U.S., a high percentage of Hershey workers in Cote d'lvoire and Ghana
are victims of human trafficking and r
chocolate, and all food for that matter!
We have many Divine Chocolate flavors to choose from: 70% dark, dark mint, dgrk
raspberry, white chocolate, milk chocolate, milk chocolate with orange, crunchy
milk chocolate, toffee milk chocolate, and offeratured flavors. We will have gift
baskets available, and are always delighted to put together a custom gift basket
you.

or

Workshops return during these winter months to open your heart, warm your souj,
and grow your spirit. Helping to shield all of the cold, dark outer influences of the
winter season, Rebekah Benner, aka Terra Amma, will lead workshops in the stgre

to focus you inward where spiritual awareness begins. Important connections cajp be
made and shared during this timee

e


http://www.globalexchange.org/

Learn about the Chakras and make a Mala Bracelet with a focus on your
individual chakra needs on February 19.

Learn about and make your own Personal Altar Box on February 26.

Learn about and make a Dream Web (commonly called dream catchers)
on March 4.

Learn about and experience an opening of the chakras through Crystal
Singing Bowls on March 11.

Learn about Earth Centered Holy days and the Wheel of the Year on
March 18.

Learn beginning Hand Drumming and comfort within a drum circle
on March 25.

More information and cost of workshops is available at our website or in the

store. Classes are from 1:3@m and preegistration is required. Stop in The
Market Path to sign up or call to register with your credit card.

We will remain closed MondaYyuesday in February, except we will be open on
Val entinebébs Day with Divine Chocol at
ing February 19.

WINTER HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 11:00am i 7:00pm
Thursday: 11:00am i 7:00pm
Friday: 11:00am i 8:00pm
Saturday: 11:00am 1 8:00pm

At Highland Square

Sunday: Closed (opening 2/19)
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Ministry Teams, Volunteers and Staff
Planning Our Mission Together

Thurs., February 16, 2011 from 6:00 o 8:30 pm
A light supper will be provided at 6:00 pm.

We will begin discussion at 6:30 pm.
Bible Study at 7:00 pm, then back to the meeting.

If you are involved in any ministry at First Grace, this meeting is for yjpu.
Meal Ministries Clothing Ministries Fair Trade

Open & Affirming Ministries Fellowship Worship
Children, Youth & Families Outreach Foundation

Executive(7:45) AmeriCorps

Visioning, planning, advocacy, and deakiag will be the order of the
night, to guide the respective ministries for the coming month.

THISs the setting wheaur voice will be most effectased your ideas

can be heard. This is the most extreme example of teamwork as we glefir
here at First Grace!

If you have never participated in any of our missions and would like tp...p

join us! |1tdés a great time of el
home, too!




The Girl Scouts are

coming to First Grace

Every other Monday
from 5 to 6:30pm

Girl Scouts. Beginning February 13
Troop 90494

ks [
88

Girl Scout Cookie Sale

Sunday Mornings
Feb. 19 & 26

Cash & Carry only
$3.50 per box

Follow us on:

You can search AFirst Grace
or simply go to www.facebook.com/FirstGraceUCC
Al ready dli ked us? Share

First Grace United Church of Christ
Page
facebook [/ —

U

us
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A.M.O.S. Child Care Center |

. 2 3303515291
N 23 e /s Molly Sullivan, Director
& i 1stgracechildcare@ameritech.net
. Infants throughgmi®ool
. Open all year.4on. m
6:30 am to 6:00 pm N7 ‘
Full and Part Time € "

. State Licensed Child Care Subsidy (Title 20)

Call Miss Mollg31-351-5291
1stgracechildcare@ameritech.net

CURRENT weekly RATES: Call now

about curren

Infants: fulltime $198-tipart$128| openings

Toddlers: fulltime $172timar$102 ,tant room!
Preschool: fulltime $148mpa565

All programs are Title XX eligible
Our rates are among the lowest in the







